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Sting in the tail

We’re not going o kid you - it’s not the real thing. In fact it’s rather more interesting
than that, featuring as it does the addition of a 3.6-litre motor courtesy of a 964
model 911 packed into the shell of a 911T. Welcome to the world of the ‘bitsa’
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'ts late December and I'm making a

familiar journey to Paul Stephens,

purveyor of fine Porsches 1o the
enthusiast. He's got something he thinks |
might be interested in. Hmm, I've heard that
one before. Virtually four years to the day
and a similar journey resulted in my driving
home in a red 3.2 Carrera - my red 3.2
Carrera. Trouble is Paul knows I'm keen on
giving that very car the retro look and if

anything Is going to sway me it's an orange
RS replica. I'm weak and he knows it and
this might just swing the deal.

Not that this is one of Stephens’ own
retro inspired creations but it's just as
interesting. Purists step away now because
what we have here is a 'bitsa.’ You know, a
few bits from this a few bits from that. It's
something that 911s and pre-1880 911s in
particular lend themselves well to, except
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these days instead of turning old into new
everyone is tuming back the clock. Oh, and
let's not forget this is how the factory - o a
large degree - created ii's homologation
specials back in the era of the 2.7, 2.6 and
3-litre RS models.

The orange RS rep sits in stark contrast
against the dark clouds racing across the
sky, driven by an icy Siberian blast. Real or
not it doesn’t matter because it looks simply
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-mhnummnm hell featuring, as it
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should be stumping up an éxtra 20bhp,
That, then, should be somewhere in the
region of 270bhp ora full 60bhp more than
the original RS but yet weighing about the
same. C'mon then Paul hand over the keys.
Inside and anyone familiar with a pre-996
car will feel immediately at home although
/ for some reason the more Spartan the
" interior the smaller it feels. The Protipa
wheel is thin of rim and the drilled
reg- n Is highly evocative. The
:1{ e n tHis 2: aided by a short-shift kit
o] 56 much fore and aft
making it hard to believe that
a6 S qnfhd!t&ll But it has and
oh u -., d this mobile hotch
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RS spac stee! res: arches. Exhaust Is by Timmings " i
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It will come as no surprise that the
dominant feature with this car is bolted to
the back of the gearbox, Whereas an
_ original 2.7 RS engine is all about revs allied
to a throttle responge that could cut with
laser precision, the near extra litre of
capacity gnru this clonoanfany gear; any
revs, anytime" answer to throttle inputs. It's
bulging with power.but not corntipted with it

frsnalu: charactd'to a car

the "bitsa’ down a typical s

| wonder, though, whether the extra

weight over and abwnmestandard 2.7Hitre
engine increases that inherent pendulum
aﬂeclmalsnsuaiam'bnl?omlmg
of British
B rdad and the steering wheel wriggies in
mmmunyuufmwbobsam
weaves, but turn in and there’s an
unmmmﬁQﬁareslm
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RS Replica

hot rodded 911 built with attention to detail
and a couple of fingers to convention when
it comes to the engine. And we should
never be too precious about modifying
Porsches or even loosely passing off.
There's just too damm many of tham
around to get too worried about that sort of
thing and many have done far worse. I've
said it before but my own 3.2 Carrera is
geulngs\ren M wuedofM,l may
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